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family to help her assemble the cards. Using the assembly line philosophy, Esther Howland had no 

problem making the orders. She turned her small operation into a business, which she ran until 1881. 

As the second largest day for mail carriers, Valentines cards continue their popularity. Whether 
homemade or purchased at the store, one spends quite a bit of time finding the best poem to express 
their love. So as you reach for the perfect card remember the long tradition; and don


